
This will be a note from the editor this 
month in Pete’s absence :) 
 

This is the first newsletter of the financial 
year and we have made a great start 
already with over £1,500 raised!  
 
It was great to see the partners raise so 
much money at the AGM this year for 
Beyond Shame, Beyond Stigma…and new 

charity which has been set up to support children and young adults 
with mental health issues.  
 
I will also be doing another trip to Uganda in May 2019! I have had 
lots of interest, around 24 people so far and only 20 places and so 
don’t delay in sending me the application form!  
 
Three of our offices have changed their office charity this year 
with Leeds and London supporting ‘Simon on the Streets’ and ‘The 
Whitechapel Mission’ respectively, focusing on helping the homeless 
and Manchester is supporting ‘The Seashell Trust’ focusing on 
children with learning difficulties.  
 
I really look forward to watching all the amazing CSR work you do 
over the next 10 months! 
 
Hayley Gilroy 
Internal Communications Executive

Firmwide CSR
Welcome to the June 
edition of the CSR newsletter!
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25%

Our firmwide fundraising 
target 

50%

75%

100% Our goal 
£15,700

Total raised
£1,549!!!

Our company Just Giving page 
Don’t forget to share our company Just Giving page on your spocial media platforms! It is a great way to showcase what your colleagues are up 
to. There is a dedicated pot of money in each office where you can apply for funding, if you are already fundraising via Just Giving, you can then 
link your page page to ours so we can share your great work.

https://www.justgiving.com/company/weightmans
https://www.justgiving.com/company/weightmans
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Firmwide CSR

At the firms AGM in June, the partners were presented to by Jonny Benjamin and Neil Laybourn. 
Many of you may recall their story when Jonny’s social media campaign to “Find Mike”, which then 
became part of a Channel 4 documentary  ‘the stranger on the bridge’.

Jonny told an inspiring story of about his mental health problems and how Neil not Mike (the 
stranger on the bridge), stopped him from committing suicide 10 years ago on Waterloo Bridge. 
Jonny has since turned his whole life around, and he and Neil now campaign together to raise 
awareness of mental health issues. 

In the UK, approx. 1 in 4 people suffer with mental health problems and so the talk was also extremely important in raising awareness and 
explaining how everyone can help, even the smallest gesture or words of support can really help.

During the evening, the partners were also given a short talk by a new charity founded by Jonny and Neil called Beyond Shame, Beyond 
Stigma, which has been set up to support children and young adults with mental health issues. The partners between them raised a huge 
£2,670! John Schorah agreed to match this and so the evening raised £5,340 in total. As this was the charity’s very first fundraiser you can 
imagine how excited they are about the difference that they can make with the money 
raised, and you can help further by donating to their Crowdfunding page here.

Our Birmingham office charity also focusses on helping people who are suffering with 
mental health problems. You can click here to find out more information.

Mental health awareness at the AGM

Weightmans staff trip to 
Uganda with Isaac’s House
After the success of the four Weightmans staff trips to Uganda 
between 2014 and 2017, we are ready for trip five…in May 
2019!

You can read our blog from the previous four trips here. 
There are plenty of photos, information about Uganda and 
what goes on during the trips. You can also ask Hayley Gilroy 
(Trustee at Isaac’s House) who will be happy to answer any 
questions and provide more information about Uganda. 

Places are limited, therefore to apply, ask Hayley Gilroy for 
the application, complete it and send it back to her no later 
than Friday 13 July. We have taken 42 members of staff from 
Weightmans over to Uganda, with many returning each year 
and so places are expected to go fast! Please note, you will be 
asked to pay an upfront non-refundable deposit of £100 to 
submit your application.

The Isaac’s House team

Isaac’s House (UK Registered Charity 1124542)
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Leeds Leeds support - Simon on the Streets!
The Leeds office has chosen their new office charity for the next two years - Simon on The Streets!

Simon on the Streets supports homeless people in the Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield area. Simon on the Streets differs from other charities 
in that they support people whilst they are living on the streets, who may have turned down help from other sources. The charity was close 
second when choosing our first office charity (Martin House)  a couple of years ago. There 
was a very strong majority this time around, which shows how passionate the Leeds office 
are about helping homeless people in the local area.  

We are really excited to be working with them over the next two years and hope to 
be able to do lots of fundraising, in addition to participating in their organised events, 
including “Sleep with Simon” on 27 September, and Come Dine With Simon! We will also 
be attending the Simon on the Streets supporters event on 26 July 2018, at the Parkside 
Tavern, Leeds. 

A link to the Charity’s website can be found here.

Watch this space for more exciting news!

Office CSR

New office charities for Leeds, 
London and Manchester! 

LondonLondon support - The Whitechapel Mission!
The London office has chosen The Whitechapel Mission as their office charity for this year. 
The Whitechapel Mission has been serving the homeless and marginalised for 141 years – 
including a day center, skills training and career advice, activity programmes and specialist 
support for complex needs. By encouraging each person to address the issues which caused 
their homelessness, they help them to gain the skills and confidence to make lasting changes 
in their lives. We look forward to volunteering with Whitechapel and making a positive and 
lasting difference to the homeless who ask for their help.

A link to the charities website can be found here.

Manchester Manchester support - Seashell Trust!
The Seashell Trust has recently been elected as new charity partner for the Manchester office. It comprises a school, college and residential 
care home which, amongst other things, delivers bespoke care programmes to not only educate but promote independence and help build 
confidence and self-esteem in all children and young people with complex learning disabilities, autism, multi-sensory impairments and 
additional communication needs who attend there from across the UK.

The Manchester office is delighted to be working with such a wonderful cause for the 
next two years.

The link to the charities website can be found here.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/beyond-shame-beyond-stigma
https://birminghammind.org/
http://www.travelark.org/user.py?uid=weightmans
http://simononthestreets.co.uk/
https://whitechapel.org.uk/
http://www.seashelltrust.org.uk/
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Office CSR

Leeds

Team Weightmans had a fantastic time on Monday 
at the 10km legal walk in Leeds! The annual walk 
aims to raise awareness and fundraising to provide 
access to justice for the most vulnerable members 
of society.

Leeds Legal 
Walk 2018

Liverpool

Big Boss Brekkie 
We all know that breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day but even more if you have just 
slept rough. The Liverpool office charity, The 
Whitechapel Centre, serve over 12,000 breakfasts 
for rough sleepers each year. 

The ‘Big Boss Brekkie’ is a week long initiative 
promoted by The Whitechapel Centre with 
different organisations around the city getting 
involved.  

Liverpool hosted their very own ‘Big Boss Brekkie’ 
on 21 June! They served up a feast of pastries and 
porridge, raising £70 for The Whitechapel Centre.

Manchester Lawn and order
Simon Forster (Large Loss), Kellie Lacey (Motor) and Neal Samarji (Motor) recently visited the site of the 
Manchester office’s charity partner, The Seashell Trust, on 9 May 2018 to help out with the maintenance of 
the grounds that surround the school and affiliated buildings – some 30 acres! 

They all had an amazing day, were impressed with the facilities and services that Seashell offer to it’s 
students and their families and, not that they are keen to brag, carried out some “world class” lawn edging.

It was a great day and staff from the Manchester office will be heading out to Seashell again soon fore more 
gardening and other volunteering activities.
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Nicola Jones, Client Development Manager, who works across the Manchester and Liverpool offices is a voluntary trustee for her local Pride 
organisation.  

During early August, Nicola will be assisting Happy Valley Pride (the nickname for Hebden Bridge, which prompted the TV series) deliver  
third year of weeklong festival activities from 6th to 12th August and will be making good use of our firm  policy to offer two days leave for 

local volunteering [hyperlink?] 

Nicola has provided full marketing assistance, including gaining national 
publicity and helping secure sponsorship.  The weekend sits geographically 
and chronologically between Leeds and Manchester and offers a truly 
alternative Pride experience.  

So, if you fancy a weekend visit to Happy Valley – programmes available from 
Nicola plus all details are online at www.happyvalleypride.com 

 With Pride month underway in many of the towns where all of our offices are 
based, perhaps you could get involved in your local LGBT+ community? If you 
do, please let Lauren Taylor our PR Manager know!

If you’re thinking of getting involved already, contact Matthew Jones in 
our Leeds Office, who is now liaising with the Law Society on LGBT+ profile 
raising in the legal industry.

Happy Valley Pride
Personal CSR

The Manchester office had a team of 11 runners taking part in the Manchester 10k on 20th May (and brave Phil Allen who tackled the half 
marathon!). 

Although the temperatures weren’t quite where they’re up to at the moment, it was still sweltering out on the course and the runners all 
congregated gratefully at the pub afterwards to toast themselves with a well earned pint. 

The Trust said “On behalf of all of our students and everyone at Seashell Trust, I just 
wanted to say an enormous thank you for all of your efforts yesterday – you are all 
amazing! It was a scorching day and we can only imagine how tough it was out on the 
course…. you have completely inspired us, so we hope to have a team of Seashell staff 
taking part next year. Thank you all and well done!!” 

Overall the Manchester team raised £1550 (with gift aid) for our office charity partner, 
The Seashell Trust so many thanks to everyone who donated and thank you to the 
Manchester office runners (Holly O’Farrell, Will Parker, Gareth Noonan, Mike Rogers, 
Karl Jackson, Kellie Lacey, Sam Siddle, Phil Allen, Alex O’Hare, Katie O’Leary and Lisa 
Cole) – see you all on the course next year! 

Manchester 10k / Half Marathon 
Louise Harvey, Caley Collins, Emma Henson and Josh Cadwallader of 
Liverpool’s Real Estate 2 took part in the Monopoly Challenge to raise 
funds for a computer suite project for the Whitechapel Mission. The Mission 
provides skills training and a career advice hub for the homeless and is based 
in Whitechapel, London. 

Each team consisted of 4 people and aim of the game was to take photos at as 
many locations on the Monopoly board as possible showing a street or station 
sign or some other distinguishing landmark. Once photos were uploaded to 

the Mission, they were 
verified and points 
awarded as the teams 
moved around the city.

Prizes were given for 
various achievements 
including the most 
iconic photo which won 
with the help of the 
coolest dog on Oxford 
Road!

Liverpool Real Estate Team take 
part in the Whitechapel Mission 
Monopoly Challenge

If anyone has any spare knitting yarn or needles that are lying around unused, 
could they please consider donating them to the London office Wednesday 
knitting club? (care of Carmel 
Urbanoviez). We are currently knitting 
tiny baby hats for hospital premature 
baby units and also squares to make 
blankets for the residents of Battersea 
Dogs and Cats home. Most of our 
knitters had never knitted since their 
Nan taught them when they were about 
7 and one or two had never knitted at 
all before! But everyone has put in a 
sterling effort, starting with squares and 
progressing to tiny hats. 

Well done and thank you to every one 
who attends! 

Cosy hats for tiny headsLondon

Office CSR

Manchester

Tough Mudder
Lisa Barry and her husband completed Tough Mudder Midlands in May and raised £680 for the 
Bloodwise charity.

Click here to domate.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/paul-woods11

