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Introduction
Electricity can kill or severely injure people and cause damage to property. However, simple precautions [1] when working with portable electrical equipment to significantly reduce the risk of injury to you, and others around you.

Guidance
Portable appliance testing (PAT) is the term used to describe the formal examination and testing of electrical appliances and equipment to ensure they are safe to use. However, the importance of pre use checks should not be underestimated and seen as an essential part of using equipment. This is because wear and tear happens and some types of safety defects cannot be detected by testing alone. Therefore, before using electrical portable appliances, conduct a pre user check looking for the below.  

What to check for: 
· Check for an up-to-date PAT label 
· Check that the plug is not damaged and that the cable is fully secured with no internal wires visible.
· Check the electrical cable is not damaged nor repaired with insulating tape or an unsuitable connector.
· Check that the outer cover of the equipment is not damaged. 
· Check for burn marks or staining that suggests the equipment is overheating.
· Water and electricity do not mix, if cleaning electrical equipment ensure it is turned off and isolated from being switched back on accidentally.
· Do not use a wet plug or socket. 
· If you are concerned about the safety of the equipment, take it out of use, label and quarantine the item, then report it. 

Never:
· Position cables or wires that cause a trip hazard. 
· Daisy chain extension leads together.
· Use extension leads coiled up.                                                               
· Overload sockets. 
· Bring electrical items in from home for personal use. 
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